
2021 SPEAKER BIOS

T H E  I R I S H  A I D  A N N U A L  P R O F E S S O R

F A T H E R  M I C H A E L  J .  K E L L Y  L E C T U R E  O N

END STIGMA AND DISCRIMINATION
HIV      AIDSAND

3 December 2021



MODERATOR



DIL WICKREMASINGHE
Dil is a social entrepreneur and co-founded the mental health support

service Insight Matters with her wife Anne Marie Toole.  Alongside her

work as a mental health advocate she was a dedicated Social Justice

and Mental Health broadcaster and journalist for a decade where she

presented the award winning weekly programme “Global Village” on

Newstalk 106-108. After her departure from Newstalk in 2017 she

began her own weekly podcast “Sparking Change with Dil” on the

Head Stuff Podcast Network.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER



WINNIE BYANYIMA
Winnie Byanyima is the Executive Director of UNAIDS and an Under-Secretary-General of the

United Nations. A passionate and longstanding champion of social justice and gender equality,

Ms Byanyima leads the United Nations’ efforts to end the AIDS epidemic by 2030. Ms Byanyima

believes that health care is a human right and was an early champion of a People’s Vaccine

against the coronavirus that is available and free of charge to everyone, everywhere.

Before joining UNAIDS, Ms Byanyima served as the Executive Director of Oxfam International, a

confederation of 20 civil society organizations working in more than 90 countries worldwide,

empowering people to create a future that is secure, just and free from poverty. Ms Byanyima

was elected for three terms and served 11 years in the parliament of her country, Uganda. She

led Uganda’s first parliamentary women’s caucus, championing ground-breaking gender

equality provisions in the county’s 1995 post-conflict constitution.

Ms Byanyima led the establishment of the African Union Commission’s Directorate of Gender

and Development and also served as Director of Gender and Development at the United Nations

Development Programme. She founded the Forum for Women in Democracy, an influential

Ugandan nongovernmental organization, and has been deeply involved in building global and

African coalitions on social justice issues. A global leader on inequality, Ms Byanyima has co-

chaired the World Economic Forum and served on the World Bank’s Advisory Council on Gender

and Development, the International Labour Organization’s Global Commission on the Future of

Work and the Global Commission on Adaptation.

Ms Byanyima is a recipient of several awards, including an honorary doctorate from the

University of Manchester, United Kingdom, an honorary doctorate from Mount Saint Vincent

University, Canada, and the 2018 Human Rights and Solidarity among Peoples Prize, awarded

by the Latin American Council of Social Sciences. She holds a master of science degree in

mechanical engineering from Cranfield University and an undergraduate degree in aeronautical

engineering from the University of Manchester. Ms Byanyima is married and has one son. She

loves birds, gardening and hiking. Ms Byanyima has seven given names, one of which is

Kyegiragire, which means “I can make myself whatever I want to be”. Ms Byanyima says this has

shaped her attitude to life!



PANELLIST



PROF. SHEILA TLOU 

Prof. Sheila Tlou is Co-Chair of the Global HIV Prevention Coalition, Special

Ambassador for the African Leaders Malaria Alliance, Champion of the Nursing Now

Challenge, Trustee to the Board of the Florence Nightingale Foundation (FNF), and

Advisory Board member for the Harvard Global Nursing Leadership Program.

She is former UNAIDS Regional Director and former Minister of Health of Botswana,

where she led a comprehensive HIV/AIDS program that is still a model in Africa. She is

Professor Emerita of the University of Botswana and former Director of the WHO

Collaborating Centre for Nursing and Midwifery Development in Primary Health Care.

 

As UNAIDS Regional Director, Prof. Tlou provided leadership and Political Advocacy for

a sustainable AIDS response in 21 African countries. She holds a PhD in Nursing

Sciences from the University of Illinois at Chicago., a Masters in Nursing Education from

Columbia University, and a Master of Science in Nursing from the Catholic University of

America. She has many publications on Human Rights and HIV/AIDS, and has received

over 30 international awards for Leadership in Global Health, among them Botswana

Presidential Order of Honor, Princess Srinagarindra award from Thailand, Christianne

Reimann award from International Council of Nurses, and Princess Muna Al Hussein

award from American Nurses Credentialing Centre.  She is United Nations Eminent

Person for Women, Girls, and HIV/AIDS in Southern Africa. 

 

PANELLIST



AILBHE SMYTH
Ailbhe Smyth is a long-time campaigner on feminist, LGBTI+ and socialist

issues. The founding head of Women’s Studies at University College

Dublin, she has published widely on feminism, politics and culture.  She

chaired the National Lesbian and Gay Federation (NXF) for several years,

and is a board member of Women’s Aid, and also of Age Action, and is co-

founder and Convenor of the Coalition to Repeal the 8th Amendment. She

chairs the board of Ballyfermot STAR Addiction Services.

Ailbhe was a Strategic Executive member of the Yes Equality (equal

marriage) campaign in 2015. She has been fighting for women’s right to

choose since the 1980s and was Co-Director of the Together for Yes

national referendum campaign in 2018. She was named as one of Time

Magazine’s 100 Most Influential People in 2019 for her work in repealing

the 8th Amendment.  Ailbhe is a regular contributor to media and national

debate on feminist and LGBTQ issues.  



PANELLIST



LIZ MARTIN

Liz Martin HIV Activist. Author of "Still Standing: An Irish

Woman's story of HIV and Hope. Liz is a mother of four, who

has been living with HIV for the past 30 years. During this

time, Liz has worked tirelessly challenging HIV related stigma

and discrimination. Today she continues to raise awareness of

HIV and AIDS in Ireland and overseas, bringing hope to others

who feel they have no voice.  

REGISTER: www.globalhealth.ie/fmk-2021

To view past events: http://fathermichaelkellyzambia.org
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