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Ireland’s Emissions



4 An Roinn Sláinte | Department of Health

Climate Action Plan 2021

Headlines:

❑ 50% Emission reduction by 2030, compared with 2018

❑ Climate neutrality by 2050 at the latest

❑ Double the ambition of the 2019 Climate Action Plan

❑ Actions and targets for Electricity, Transport, Buildings, Industry, 

Agriculture, LULUCF sectors
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Pathways to 2030

An additional 
4MtCO2e will be 

required to achieve 
Ireland’s 2030 target
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Driving Climate Action under the CAP

❑Climate Change Advisory Council –proposes Carbon Budgets

❑Climate Action Delivery Board – holds each Department accountable for delivery 

on actions

❑Climate Action Plans & Quarterly Progress Reports

❑Departments not in compliance to outline corrective measures

❑ Just Transition Framework & Decarbonisation Opportunities

❑Public Sector Leadership Role
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Public Sector Commitments

❑ Sustainable Mobility policy

❑ Electrify national bus fleet by 

2035

❑ Triple electrification of rail 

network by 2030

Targets 

❑ Reduce CO2 by 51%

❑ Energy Efficiency: From 33% 

in 2020 to 50% by 2030

❑ Role of Remote Working
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Role of the Health Sector

Built 
Environment

Severe 
Weather

Active 
Living

Obesity / 
Diet

UV / skin 
cancer

Air Pollution

And influencing/coordinating across other sectors when we can  
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Health sector accounts 
for 18% of public sector 
energy use

Energy savings since 2009:

- Health sector 26%

- Dept. Health 36%

Energy Efficiency by the Public Sector
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Climate Change Oversight Group

❑ Coordinated and coherent climate action by Department of Health

❑ Platform for engagement with Department of Taoiseach, Climate 

Action Plan structures

❑ Engage with broader health sector incl. HSE, research, WHO etc.

❑ Review and scale up action
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Health Sector and Adaptation Action

Sectoral Adaptation Plan 2019-24:

❑ Leadership, oversight of adaptation action

❑ Severe Weather

❑ UV impacts

❑ Air pollution

❑ Monitoring, research, evaluation
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Climate & Health – 2021/22

❑ Establish Climate Change Oversight Group

❑ Responsibilities identified across policy areas

❑ Climate in bodies under Dept aegis

❑ Map interactions between health and climate policies

❑ Build on issues identified in 2019
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Next Steps

❑ Assessment and action on commitments

❑ Identify health co-benefits or engagement arising from new 

Climate Action Plan actions

❑ Coherence of health sector climate agenda and action

❑ New actions, milestones, resourcing/data needs

❑ Communications around climate & health
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