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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

Dr Michael Ryan
Dr Michael Ryan, Executive Director, WHO
Health Emergencies Programme has been at the
forefront of managing acute risks to global
health for nearly 25 years. He served as
Assistant Director-General for Emergency
Preparedness and Response in WHO's Health
Emergencies Programme from 2017 to 2019.
Dr Ryan first joined WHO in 1996, with the newly
established unit to respond to emerging and
epidemic disease threats. He has worked in
conflict affected countries and led many
responses to high impact epidemics. He
completed medical training at the National
University of Ireland, Galway, a Master’s in
Public Health at University College Dublin, and
specialist training in communicable disease
control at the Health Protection Agency in
London and the European Programme for
Intervention Epidemiology Training.

Dr Ciara Conlan
Ciara Conlan is one of the co-founders of Access
to Medicines Ireland (AMI). AMI together with the
other members of the People’s Vaccine Alliance
Ireland have been leading voices calling for global
COVID-19 vaccine equity. Ciara is a a medical
doctor currently working in virology and COVID19 surveillance. She holds a further diploma in
Tropical Medicine and Hygiene. Ciara has firsthand experience working on the COVID-19 wards
in Ireland and has also spent time working in
rural Malawi. She is interested in the intersection
between social exclusion and infectious diseases,
and in access to medicine problems caused by
the current commercial model of drug
development.

Mustaqeem De Gama
Mustaqeem De Gama is currently a
Counsellor at the South African Mission in
Geneva and is accredited to the WTO and
UN. He has been a determined advocate, on
behalf of the South African Government,
for adoption of the TRIPS waiver at the
WTO. He previously worked at the
Department of Trade and Industry in South
Africa where he headed the International
Trade and Investment Directorate.

Isabel Simpson
Isabel Simpson has a professional background
in nursing and over 25 years in humanitarian
work having worked in Bosnia, Sri Lanka,
Zimbabwe, Pakistan, Somaliland, Iraq, North
East India. As Executive Director of MSF
Ireland, Isabel leads MSF’s work in Ireland –
providing staff to support emergencies and
MSF’s projects globally, raising funds for MSF’s
operations and speaking out to highlight
humanitarian crises. Isabel’s work includes
bringing attention to equitable access to
medicines across the world.

Majo Rivas
Majo Rivas is Paraguayan-Irish and lives in
Cork. She has worked in advocacy in sexual
and reproductive rights, migrant rights and
disability rights. Almost all of her
immediate family (whom she misses very
much) is in Paraguay, so vaccine inequality
is particularly close to home.

Senator Alice-Mary Higgins
Alice-Mary Higgins is a progressive, independent
Senator with a strong commitment to equality,
the environment and human rights. Senator
Higgins was re-elected to Seanad Éireann (NUI
Panel) in March 2020 where she is leader of the
Civil Engagement Group, a group of Senators
who each have backgrounds in civil society.
Alice-Mary has held a number of other policy
and advocacy roles in Irish civil society
organisations and has been active in many
public campaigns and referenda.

Winnie Byanyima
Winnie Byanyima is the Executive Director of
UNAIDS and an Under-Secretary-General of the
United Nations. A passionate and longstanding
champion of social justice and gender equality,
Ms Byanyima leads the United Nations’ efforts to
end the AIDS epidemic by 2030. Ms Byanyima
believes that health care is a human right and
was an early champion of a People’s Vaccine
against the coronavirus that is available and free
of charge to everyone, everywhere.
Before joining UNAIDS, Ms Byanyima served as
the Executive Director of Oxfam International, a
confederation of 20 civil society organizations
working in more than 90 countries worldwide,
empowering people to create a future that is
secure, just and free from poverty.

