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Executive Summary 

Established in 2004, under the registered charity name of The Irish Forum for Global Health, the 

organisation was rebranded as the Irish Global Health Network in 2019 as part of a strategy reset to 

more accurately reflect its activities. It is comprised of a diverse network of individuals and 

organisations, including students, academic institutions, NGOs, the HSE, private sector, government, 

donors, and the general public. Their interests are spread across a wide range of sectors and fields 

relating to global health and development including: nutrition; emergencies; non-communicable 

diseases; maternal and child health; water, sanitation, and hygiene; communicable disease; 

environmental health; and refugee health. 

hǳǊ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΥ aŀȄƛƳƛǎƛƴƎ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀll ages have the 

opportunity to achieve and sustain good health and wellbeing.  

Our mission: Our mission as a network is to facilitate learning, connecting, influencing and engaging 

for individuals and institutions within the global health community in Ireland and worldwide. 

As a means to achieve our mission, the IGHN 

developed and follows Ψ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 

Global Health and Wellbeing: Strategy 2018 ς 

нлноΩ. The IGHN is guided by an operational 

workplan and strategic framework based on our 

Theory of Change (ToC). The foundation of our 

ToC lies in building and sustaining an efficient 

and effective network, paired with high quality 

communications, on the basis of which all 

strategic focal areas and actions are built upon.  

In order to achieve these strategic goals, we 

engage in activities including communications, 

events, training, and outreach, within our three 

strategic focal areas: Area 1) Facilitate 

networking and learning through high quality 

events and sharing information; Area 2) Facilitate 

engagement in global health through partnerships and linking individuals and organisations, and 

Area 3) Ensure an efficient, effective and resourced network.   

We adopted as our Annual theme for 2019:  Equity, Health and the SDGs, and planned and delivered  

our events around that theme.  

Our primary means of engaging with members on a day-to-day basis is via our weekly newsletters and 

through regular broadcasts on our social media channels (Facebook, Twitter, Linkedin, Youtube and 

Instagram), and in parallel we work in partnership with other organisations to organise events such as 

conferences, lectures, training, workshops, seminars, and other learning opportunities.  

This report is structured to highlight key updates in a number of focal areas of the M&E Framework 

by strategic area and should be read together with the Annexes listed in the table of contents as 

referenced throughout the report.  

https://www.facebook.com/IFGlobalHealth/
https://twitter.com/ifglobalhealth?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/irish_forum_for_global_health/
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Monitoring and Evaluation 

¶ Lƴ нлмфΣ ǿŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻƴ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ōŀǎƛǎ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ Monitoring and 

Evaluation (M&E) framework, which was generated as part of the strategic plan completed in 

2018. The framework details our activities in a systematic format, from our communications 

activities to the attendance and feedback received at events. Our M&E reporting was regular 

and systematic in 2019 allowing us to report quarterly on activities throughout the year via 

the operations updates at our Board meetings and as outlined in Annex 1: IGHN 2019 

Summary and in the individual M&E Event Summaries outlined in Annexes 2-6 of this report. 

Governance and Finance 

 

Four Board meetings were held in 2019 (February, April, June and October. Six Executive 

Management (EMC) meetings were held throughout the year (every 8 weeks on average). More in 

depth information on the Board meetings related to Board changes, composition and evaluation 

feedback insights are covered in greater detail under Area 3. We evaluate board meetings using 

post-meeting online surveys. Furthermore, we review a risk register which is reviewed at every 

Board meeting. 

  

¶ During the November 2019 Executive Management Committee meeting, it was agreed by EMC 

members that the EMC would be disbanded in favour of a new Finance Sub-committee which 

would be comprised of Board members and members of the Secretariat. The decision was 

taken given both the additional capacity of the Secretariat to independently manage functions 

adequately, and to facilitate the additional demands being placed upon the Secretariat as a 

result of the increased funds being managed both through the ESTHER programme and 

through the management of larger and additional events.   

 

¶ The Finance Committee is a sub-committee of the Board and comprises up to four Members 

of the Board plus the Executive Director and Finance Manager. To facilitate coordination with 

the ESTHER Programme, one of the Finance Committee members will also act as Focal Point 
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for ESTHER and the Executive Director is a member of the HSE Global Health Programme 

Management Group. 

Membership & Communications 

¶ In 2019, our support base of subscribers more than tripled from 373 to 1161 meaning that we 

have been extremely successful in growing our Network over the year. We have also recouped 

the numbers lost to us as a result of the GDPR compliance introduced nationally in 2018.  

¶ Our subscribers represent an extremely engaged cohort as evidenced by our increased 

average open rate for our communications outputs. (from ~15% in 2018 to ~ 30% in 2019).  

¶ Our growing base of supporters has grown as a result of participation at our events throughout 

the year, including the Clean Cooking Conference in Wexford, the Access to Medicines 

ConferenceΣ LǊƛǎƘ !ƛŘΩǎ CŀǘƘŜǊ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ YŜƭƭȅ [ŜŎǘǳǊŜ and our own flagship conference the 

Global Health Exchange. This growth was in part encouraged by a deliberate GDRP-compliant 

opt-in consent form at the point of registration for IGHN events.  Our ongoing engagement by 

the Student Outreach Team in nine universities around Ireland, as well as the ongoing work 

of Key Correspondents engagement is further expanding our support base.  

¶ Overall, our combined communications (email and social media platforms) reached over 

17,365 people. The topline growth in membership and social media reach is illustrated in 

figures 1.1 and 1.2 below. More details on our communications activity can be found under 

Area 1 in the Narrative report that follows this topline summary.  

 

Channel Reach No. of communications in 2019 

IGHN email subscribers 

 

 

1161 

(+768 on 2018) 

 

 

56 newsletters  

(+7 on 2018) 

ESTHER Ireland email 

subscribers 

673 

(+43 on 2018) 

 

15  

(+5 on 2018) 

Twitter followers 

 

2228 

(+348 on 2018) 

 

420 tweets  

(273,918 impressions +150,699 on 2018) 

Facebook friends 
991  

(+130 on 2018) 

 

103 posts  

(20,955 interactions  

- 364 on 2018)  
 

 

YouTube 

63 subscribers 

(3,341 views -149 

on last year) 

 

54 videos 

(+45 on 2018) 

 

 

Website Unique Visitors 

 

12,042  

(up 5,467 on 2018) 
65 website updates  
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Linked in Company Page 

(New since mid 2019 / no 

comparisons available 

with 2018) 

70 24 updates 

Instagram Followers 

(New since mid-2019/ no 

comparisons available 

with 2018)  

137 34 posts  

Total People Reached  17,365 706 updates posted 

 
 
 
Membership and Social Media, Illustrated Growth - 2018 -2019: Fig 1.1 
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Website Unique Visitors, Illustrated Growth - 2018 -2019: Fig 1.2 

 

 

 

Partnerships 

2019 was a year in which we worked in partnership with many organisations in different ways.  

Partners included the HSE Global Health Team, Irish Aid, RCSI, Comhlámh, Dochas, Dublin City 

University, Queens University Belfast, Trinity College Dublin, NUI Galway,  VSO, Concern Worldwide 

Medicins Sans Frontiers, Oxfam, GOAL, ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ HIV Ireland, DSAI, IDEA and 

ESTHER Ireland. 

¶ Coalition 2030: We are an active Coalition 2030 member and have collaborated to 

strengthen the global health dimension of that collective and ǘƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ 

role in delivering the SDGs domestically and internationally. Coalition 2030 is a vibrant and 

active network of NGOs, unions and other organisations. Our Board Chair Anne Matthews, 

Board Secretary Niall Roche and Executive Director Nadine Ferris France have attended 

plenaries. The IGHN uses the Coalition to promote the SDG focus of its own events via 

Coalition members and further afield in recognition of our aligned goals.  In September 

2019, we worked alongside partners as part of the Public Engagement Working Group ahead 

of LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴǿƛŘŜ Climate Strike and the Global SDG Week of Action to deliver a 

consolidated week-long communications push both on social media and via our newsletter. 

This push was in support of the millions of people worldwide striking for climate action, who 

were rallying ahead of the UN summit in which global leaders and Irish Heads of State were 

0
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meeting to review progress on Climate & the SDGS. As a member of Coalition 2030, we 

supported the Dublin strikes demanding ambitious climate action with the stated imperative 

to leave no one behind broadcasting under the collective #StandTogetherNow call to action.  

¶ HIV Ireland: We presented to HIV Ireland staff and volunteers during a lunchtime 'lunch & 

learn' session.  The purpose of the session was to introduce IGHN to the group and to see 

how IGHN can support HIV Ireland in sharing their activities and events in a more consistent 

way.  The event was attended by 25 HIV Ireland Staff and Volunteers. Throughout the year, 

we engaged in promotion of initiatives and events by HIV Ireland, including the Fast Track 

Cities initiative ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ IL± ŎǊƛǎƛǎΦ  

¶ Global Health Symposium: A global health group coordinated by the College of 

Anaesthesiologists and including the HSE was formed in 2019 with the purpose of 

highlighting opportunities and challenges in global health education across the various 

colleges in Ireland.  In November 2019, an event was held bringing together approximately 

80 individuals and IGHN supported with reporting and communication. 

¶ Networks of Networks: In December 2019, the IGHN Executive Director met with other 

Executive Director/CEOs of Dochas, Comhlamh and the IDEA network to share progress, 

discuss any strategic opportunities for collaboration and learn from each other in the 

networking space in Ireland. It is hoped this will lead to even greater collaboration in 2020 

and beyond. A shared calendar has been established to coordinate and amplify mutual 

activities. The intention is to meet every few months throughout 2020. 

¶ DSA Ireland: In July 2019, the Communications and Events Coordinator met with the 

Administrative Coordinator of the Development Studies Association of Ireland to share 

learnings and insights about communicating with our member base.  It was agreed that the 

IGHN and DSA Ireland could collaborate to mutually publicise activities and items of interest 

in view of the common ground shared by both organisations. Events including the Global 

Health Exchange, the Father Michael Kelly Lecture Series and ESTHER Ireland Partnerships 

forum were promoted via the DSA Ireland mailshot and on their website. 

¶ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΥ In July 2019, the IGHN Executive Director and IGHN 

Communications and Events Coordinator met with b²/LΩǎ ²ƻƳŜƴϥǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ /ƻ-ordinator, 

who is charged with leading policy and campaigns to examine ways in which the two 

organisations could support ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ and collaborate. The NWCI participated in the 

Global Health Exchange ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ Action Plan and also 

helping to promote the Father Michael Kelly Lecture Series among its staff and members, 

while the IGHN supported with promoting contraception consultations, the Out of Silence 

mental health report and other ongoing events in our weekly Newsletters.   

¶ ESTHER Ireland & ESTHER Europe: Throughout 2019, the IGHN Secretariat also fulfilled its 

role as the ESTHER Ireland secretariat ς while also continuing to Chair the European ESTHER 

Alliance in 2019/2020 contributing to a number of activities outlined in brief below, and in 

detail in the ESTHER Ireland 2019 Progress Report. IGHN took over the hosting of ESTHER 

Europe in December 2019. 
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Narrative report 

Area 1: Facilitate networking and learning 

through high-quality events and sharing 

information 

Area 1 focuses on our ability to connect 

individuals and institutions across disciplines to 

innovate, coordinate, and learn from each other.  

our second strategic goal, focused on 

Knowledge, we aim to provide a platform for 

increased knowledge, skills, and networking in 

Global Health. 

 

IGHN EVENTS HOSTED AND CO HOSTED 2019  
 

Month IGHN Events Hosted and Co-Hosted 2019 Number of Participants 

16 April Access to Medicines Ireland (AMI) Conference  173 

16 May HIV Ireland Presentation of IGHN 25 

29, 30 & 31 
May 

Clean Cooking Conference, Wexford  90 

12 
September 

Global Health Exchange Conference (GHE) 2019 185 

28 
November 

Father Michael Kelly (FMK) Lecture on HIV/AIDS 
(World Aids Day) 

120 

 Total (Does not include ESTHER and SOT events) 593 

 

To achieve this goal, we provided high quality learning opportunities and facilitated a number of events 

and conferences. We are also a unique conduit for information via our weekly mailers and social media 

platforms, within the global health community in Ireland, accessed by our members, Irish Aid and the 

wider global health community. We disseminated focused communications around specific global 

health topics for dedicated issues, and also continued to produce our weekly newsletters containing 

conference and events announcements, news updates, opportunities for education and training and 

other information of interest to those working in the area of global health.  

Communications: 

In September of 2019 in anticipation of the 

website redesign, the Irish Forum for Global 

Health was renamed to the Irish Global 

Health Network as part of a strategy reset to 

more accurately reflect the nature of the 

work of the organisation. A new logo for 

both the IGHN and the Student Outreach 

Team were signed off by the Board and 

launched thereafter. The announcement of 

the name change was made on 2 September  

in the newsletter, ahead of the Global Health Exchange in DCU, with the intention that the 
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communications roll out across all communications channels would follow on a phased basis in line 

with the launch of the new website. The website itself was launched on 20 September with rebranding 

and a thorough text review of our site completed before that date. The transition was seamless, with 

minimal disruption and all social media sites and banners, along with printed materials were changed 

to reflect the new branding by the end of October.  

 

Website Redesign 

The website redesign aimed to improve 

user interface design across the site in 

general, as well as to consolidate certain 

components and sections of the site for 

easier navigation. It was felt that a more 

dynamic site which offered a better 

portal to the varied activities of the 

IGHN would add value to members and 

improve interaction.  The events 

sections ς past and upcoming, Key 

Correspondent Sections, Student 

Outreach Team sections along with the 

blogs, news updates and event 

calendars were all upgraded for 

improved user design, with enhanced 

social media integration. Event round-

ups are now a regular feature of the site 

as illustrated here. These serve as a 

repository for all of the event components to be captured on a single microsite, both as a record for 

global health events held in Ireland and as a legacy resource for use and information sharing by the 

global health community.  

Newsletters (See Annex 1, page 1.) 

There were 52 newsletters 

broadcast during the year, with 

the top accessed newsletter in 

January reaching an open rate of 

48%. Throughout the year, there 

were similarly high open rates, 

which hovered around rates of 

40%, 39% and 37% particularly 

around announcements about our 

own events. The average 

newsletter open rate throughout 

the year was 30%, still double the industry average of 15%. Monthly AB testing of our network base 

indicate that open rates are maximised on Mondays and Fridays.  We will continue to test as our 

base grows, but it is likely that the threefold growth rate in our member base will negatively affect 

our engagement rates as time goes on and providing value to members as well as sourcing items of 

interest will be instrumental in allowing us to secure engagement. Our newsletters featured subject 
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areas aligned to Irish Aid priority areas and our own annual theme of Equity, Health and the SDGs as 

illustrated above.  

 

Social Media 

Twitter: Twitter was by far the most utilised social media 

channel of the year, earning a total of 273,918 impressions 

in 2019 an increase of more than 150,000 for the same 

period in 2018. The strategic decision to focus the efforts 

of the Secretariat on a single social media channel early in 

2019 was deliberate given our low capacity to populate all 

social media channels on a regular basis. We trended 

twice on Twitter in Ireland over the reporting period for 

both the AMI and the GHE conferences, earning in excess 

of 25,000 impressions during both events, a major 

achievement for a non-profit organisation of our capacity.  

 

 

 

Facebook: Our facebook page, which was less utilised and suffered a drop in interactions of 364 

from the same period in 2018, nonetheless became an extremely useful tool with the introduction of 

Livestreaming at IGHN events during the third and fourth quarters.  

Facebook livestreaming has shown promising potential to drive engagement through the 

establishment of event playlists of recorded speakers. We found this to be extremely useful as an 

engagement tool and legacy resource for those who could not participate in person at the Global 

Health Exchange which received an additional 900 views on our Facebook playlist, the Father 

Michael Kelly Lecture (365 views recorded by the Gay Community News) and the ESTHER 

Partnership Forum (270 views) and it has encouraged us to continue recording in this format to 

maximise audience reach both via the livestream on the day and via the subsequent organic social 

media sharing of participants themselves with colleagues and friends after events. 

Youtube: Youtube was a valuable resource for professional videography recorded at both the Global 

Health Exchange (310 playlist views) and the Father Michael Kelly Event (220 playlist views). It 
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served as a useful tool to house the 54 videos we posted this year to our dedicated channel for 

future reference. Despite this, there was a reduction of 149 views in 2019 overall, likely as a result of 

the increased availability of video playlists hosted on Facebook and during Facebook livestreaming 

itself.  

Website: Visitors to the 

website in 2019 numbered 

more than 12,000 

representing a doubling of 

visitors for the same 

period in 2018. This 

reflects the strategic push 

to improve website user 

engagement through the 

vehicle of our weekly 

newsletter via content 

posted to and hosted on 

the website. In addition, 

there was a significant 

spike in website visits over 

the course of the quarter 3 

and quarter 4, when our larger events are concentrated and perhaps as a result of the website 

launch.  

LinkedIn Company Page: In line with 

the organisational rebrand, we 

established a new company page on 

LinkedIn to explore the potential for 

building an online global health 

community in Ireland. Since September, 

we have had 73 people sign up to follow 

our page. In 2020, we plan to further 

develop our activities on this 

professional networking portal in 

alignment with the SOT strategy to 

build a resource for students and early 

career professionals interested in 

working in the area of global health. 

Pairing students with research 

opportunities will be a dedicated area 

of focus for development in 2020.   

Instagram: Due to concerns of 

remaining relevant to our younger 

membership via the SOT, we 

established an Instagram account in 

mid-2019 and have posted 34 posts to 

promote SOT events, opportunities and items of interest. In 2020, we expect to increase the number 

of broadcasts and drive engagement by encouraging use of the account by student representatives 
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of the nine universities active in the SOT in Ireland. With plans to hold a Key Correspondent training 

dedicated to video production ahead of the AMI conference in 2020, we expect that Instagram will 

have huge potential as an engagement tool for reaching younger audiences.  

Press Coverage: Another area of growth this year was our press outreach. We successfully placed 

interviewees on 20 occasions in national and regional news outlets throughout 2019. The broadcasts 

included discussions on topics relating to global health from IGHN Chair Anne Matthews (April 3, 

Global Health Day) and Executive Director Nadine Ferris France (HIV and AIDS outlook in Ireland), to 

participants and speakers at the following conferences: Access to Medicines, Pathways to Clean 

Cooking, the Global Health Exchange and the Father Michael Kelly lecture.  

The full spectrum of outlets in which we were featured included RTE Morning Ireland, Newstalk, 

¢ƻŘŀȅ CaΣ 5ǳōƭƛƴΩǎ фуCaΣ {Ǉƛƴ млоуΣ bŜŀǊ CaΣ ²ŀǘŜǊŦƻǊŘ млнκмлоŦƳΣ {ƻǳǘƘ9ŀǎǘ wŀŘƛƻ ²ŜȄŦƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ 

KFM Kildare. Our print coverage ranged from the Beam, an international climate justice publication 

based in the Netherlands and medium.com an aggregate online international news outlet, to 

national and regional titles such as the Irish Times (Dominic Coyle News Editor and Paul Cullen, 

Health Editor) the Irish Examiner and also the Wexford People and Gay Community News. More 

information about the individuals and topics featured, as well as the corresponding media outlets 

are outlined in further detail in the summary of individual events that follows.  

Events and Conferences: 

Our events in 2019 were extremely well received. The events listed below cover the five events that 

fall into the category of Area 1: Facilitate Networking and Learning Through High-Quality Events and 

Sharing Information which are now being reported on separately for the purposes of this report, and 

distinct from Area 2: Facilitate engagement in global health through partnerships and linking 

individuals and organisations which include ESTHER and SOT events.  

Over the course of 2019, the networking activity at the five events in Area 1 is illustrated in Figure 1.3 

άbŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀǘ 9ǾŜƴǘǎέ below, demonstrates the importance of networking to attendees as 

an outcome of events, as captured on evaluation forms following those events. In Figure 1.4, 

άAttendees Value from Eventsέ the option of άstimulating new thinkingέ is selected by 50% of 

attendees as the most important influence of IGHN eventsΣ ǿƛǘƘ άƴŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ άƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƎŜƴŘŀέ ranking as equally important by 25% of attendees. In total, 80% of event 

attendees had plans for action and 80% had follow-up events planned. In addition, 80% of the events 

were also successful in securing media coverage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1.3 
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Figure 1.4 

 

 
 

1. Access to Medicines: On April 16, 2019, we co-hosted a conference on Access to Medicines 

άAffordability and InnovationέΣ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ w/{L ǿƛǘƘ !ŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ aŜŘƛŎƛƴes Ireland (AMI), 
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Comhlámh, UAEM, MSF Ireland/UK and RCSI. A total of 173 guests attended the event. 

During morning and afternoon plenaries, two panels of leading international experts, patient 

advocates and industry representatives were featured. This year, there was a specific focus 

on proposals to reform the current model of innovation within the industry, to shift the 

emphasis away from patents and monopolies towards making public health and accessibility 

the priority.  

 

Political presence was highlighted at the conference in the opening and closing remarks 

from Dr Michael Harty TD, Chairperson of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Health who 

spoke in support of AMI and highlighted the need for countries, including Ireland, to address 

the limited access to medicines and health technologies as a result of high prices and patent 

monopolies. Featured speakers included: Dr Kieran Harkin, Co-Founder of AMI; James Love, 

Director of Knowledge Ecology International; Professor Michael Barry, Clinical Director of the 

National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics; Michele Tait, ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

Hepatitis C Programme; Bas Leerink, Dutch Health Consultant and member of the Dutch 

Council for Public Health & Society; Dimitri Eynikel, Advocacy Advisor Europe, MSF Access 

Campaign; Diarmuid MacDonald, Just Treatment UK; and patient advocates: Aoife Kirwan of 

MS Ireland, Kay Curtin Co-Founder of Melanoma Support Ireland and Robbie Lawlor (HIV 

activist, ACTUP Dublin).  

 

Fig 1.5 Evaluation Results: Audience Feedback Access to Medicines Ireland 2019 

 

Fifty-one respondents (29%) filled and 

submitted evaluation forms. 98% responded 

that they were very likely or somewhat likely 

to attend the conference again and 94% found 

it either very useful or somewhat useful. 60% 

of those who gave feedback attended the 

event to Ψstimulate new thinkingΩ a further 

28% said they felt the conference was 

contributing to influencing the global agenda. 

In qualitative feedback captured, participating 

doctors noted that the conference would 

influence their own prescribing and 

discussions with other doctors, several 

expressed desire to get involved in patient 

advocacy or join AMI and other said they 

would contact local TDs and the Oireachtas 

Health Committee. Suggestions included 

getting more students involved in AMI.  
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Fig 1.6 Evaluation Results: Audience Feedback Access to Medicines Ireland 2019 

 

A distinct outcome of the conference 

resulted in 5ŜǇǳǘȅ aŀǳǊŜŜƴ hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ ¢5 

referencing the AMIΩǎ call for the Irish 

government to support the Italian 

Transparency resolution at the World 

Health Assembly. Other calls for 

government action included: public 

return on investment by strengthening 

the negotiating power of universities and 

public research unites; retaining patent 

rights to some publicly funded drugs and 

the creation of a policy to support the 

uptake of bio-similars.  

 

The IGHN secured media placements for 

the conference in the Irish Times (one 

news story by Dominic Coyle with a 

further summary piece by Paul Cullen, Health Correspondent the day after the conference) 

Professor Michael Barry was interviewed on w¢9 wŀŘƛƻ мΩǎ {Ŝŀƴ hΩwƻǳǊƪŜ ǎƘƻǿ the morning 

before the conference. On the day of the conference, James Love and Kay Curtin were 

successfully pitched and interviewed by both Morning Ireland and the Newstalk breakfast 

show. The event enjoyed a further seven conference news reports generated by our Key 

/ƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ which were published widely through our newsletter and on social 

media. The event itself trended in the number one spot on Twitter, meaning that #AMI2019 

was the most talked about topic in Ireland on the social media channel on April 16th earning 

23,000 impressions. A summary report of the conference including key messages, progress 

and key achievements of the conference along with planned future actions by AMI was 

published on the AMI website and distributed by IGHN and partners.  
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2. Pathways to Clean Cooking II: The 

Pathways to Clean Cooking II 

Conference took place in five 

Wexford venues (National Heritage 

Park, National Opera House, 

Wexford Library, Wexford County 

Hall, Wexford Arts Centre) from May 

29-31 gathering global experts 

working in the sector of Clean 

Cooking attempting to reduce the 

reliance by hundreds of millions of 

people on fuelwood and other 

sources of bio-energy to meet their 

basic needs.  

 
The conference was supported by 
Irish Aid, the Environmental 
Protection Agency, the Irish Forum 
for Global Health, the Ryan Institute 
at NUI Galway and Wexford County 
Council, in addition to a host of 
international partners mobilised 
through the Pathways to Clean 
Cooking platform.  
 
A total of 90 mostly international 
participants attended the event to 
examine latest advancements in 
Clean Cooking practices and 
technologies. Top level global experts 
including a Nobel laureate Dr. Omar 
Masera (Argentina), a MacArthur 
Genius, Dr.Tami Bond, (United 
States), an inventor of biomass 
burning cooking devices Dr. Priya 
Karve (India) along with a host of 
international experts from 
entrepreneurs to think tank 
professionals travelled to take part in 
the conference organised by 
Wexford member of the Pathways to 
Clean Cooking platform, Conor Fox.  
 
37 out of 90 attendees (41%) 
completed and returned evaluation feedback with 100% of respondents saying they found the 
event extremely useful or useful, and a further 89% commenting that they were very likely to 
attend again. In qualitative feedback, several commented that they enjoyed the format of 
changing venues which allowed for increased networking opportunities.  
 
Another recurring theme of the conference was the need for more participation and 
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collaboration with health staff, who it was felt were allowing άthe perfect to be the enemy of 
the goodέ in not permitting a greater adoption rate of cleaner fuel technolgoies. In the context 
of the 2.8 billion worldwide that still rely on solid fuels for cooking, the perceived 
shortcomings of those technologies in eliminating 100% of emissionsτa feat not yet 
achievableτneeded to be fully understood, teased out and communicated with health staff 
to secure greater adoption rates of cleaner technologies that can still contribute extremely 
positively to reducing emissions and help reverse the negative impacts on climate change and 
global health that continue unabated.  
 
The IGHN posted 19 original tweets on the day of the conference earning more than 6500 
impressions on Twitter.  Media coverage on the conference extended to a piece on 
Environment and Health in the Irish Examiner, The Beam ς an international Climate Action 
Publication, along with a post conference write up in the Wexford People.  A further four 
ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ LDIb YŜȅ /ƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ. Radio Interviews included a 
segment on NEAR FM and Waterford 102/103 with Conor Fox in addition to a panel interview 
with South East Radio Alan Corcoran show featuring Conor Fox, Omar Masera and Priya Karve. 
Key outcomes of the conference were a άWexford Declarationέ which was published and 
endorsed by the great majority of participants of the conference, in addition to a round up 
video of the event. Both outputs were shared widely on IGHN channels both in our dedicated 
mailouts to subscribers, our weekly newsletter, and on our website and social media channels.  
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3. The Global Health Exchange 2019: The Irish Global 
Health Network (IGHN) 2019 Global Health 
Exchange (GHE2019) was co-hosted by Dublin City 
University (DCU), the Health Service Executive, 
and Oxfam Ireland. A total of 185 participants 
attended the event, which was live streamed on 
Facebook earning a further 931 views.  

! YŜȅ /ƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ night 
before trained 17 students of global health to 
write written pieces, summarise sessions for the 
closing session by Steve MacDonald on the day, 
generate stories for Instagram and broadcast on 
Twitter. A resulting nine articles were published 
on the IGHN website and distributed via the 
newsletter, while also feeding into the Global 
Health Summary document published in 
November. The summary document was 
distributed widely in a dedicated mailout to all 
attendees and more than 1000 subscribers to the 
newsletter. It gathered international speakers 
and participants from across the global health 
sphere including advocates, health workers, 
social justice campaigners, students and 
academics.  

The conference itself featured two plenary 
(morning and afternoon) sessions with keynote 
speakers Ifrah Ahmed, Founder of the Ifrah 
Foundation, and Ailbhe Smyth, Former Co-
Director of the Together for Yes Campaign. The 
programme was comprised of six streams across 
seven parallel sessions, each addressing a stand-
out global health area of interest. A dedicated 
web roundup of the event was made available at: 
www.globalhealth.ie/ghe2019 featuring videos of 
the plenaries and sessions as well as well as links 
to presentations, photo galleries, biographies, the 
event summary and key correspondent articles.  

Thanks to the support of the online teams in the HSE and DCU, in addition to the broadcasts 
of our Key correspondents tweeting on the day, the event trended in the number one spot 
in Twitter in Ireland, earning 25,000 impressions on the day of the conference.  

A total of 66 participants (35%) completed post event evaluation forms with 96% reporting 
that the event was extremely useful or useful. More than 45% planned to follow up with 
contacts as a result of the conference and of those who gave feedback, ΨǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘing new 
ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΩ ranked in the top spot at 49%, ahead of ΨnetworkingΩ at 28% and Ψinfluencing the 
global agendaΩ at 23%. In qualitative feedback captured, participants commended the 
organisation of the event and the varied programme. In relation to planned actions after the 
conference, several expressed the desire to initiate new linkages, for example: άto 

http://www.globalhealth.ie/ghe2019
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participate in the Women in Global Health Chapterέ, άto link with the ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭέ, άto 
hold joint events with contacts madeέ, άto expand the work cross-borderέ, άǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀ 
ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ ŦƻǊ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎέ, άto evaluate new training given and incorporate new 
learningέ, άǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀ ǘŀǎƪ-force group in global healthέ, άto explore the link between health 
and environment moreέ. Suggestions for the event included, making presentations more 
dynamic, making presentations available on the IGHN website and organising CBD points for 
medical students. An immediate outcome of the event was the establishment of a Women 
in Global Health Chapter in which interested participants signed up to join on the day. (More 
detail about Women in Global Health outlined in Area 2 below in this report). 

4. The Annual Father Michael 
Kelly Lecture: On November 
28, we supported Irish Aid to 
host the Annual Irish Aid 
Professor Father Michael 
Kelly Lecture on HIV and 
AIDS, which took place at 
Smock Alley, featuring an 
introductory address via pre-
recorded video by Father 
Michael himself, and chaired 
by Dil Wickremasinghe 
(Broadcaster, journalist and 
comedian). More than 120 
people attended the event, 
with a further 365 online 
views via the livestream. A 
musical performance by the 
SUSO Youth Choir, Kilcock 
opened and closed the event 
this year. In the opening 
address from Ciarán Cannon, 
TD (Minister of State for the 
Diaspora and International 
Development) the Minister 
saluted the work of the 
speakers present and 
reaffirmed the Irish 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ 
to supporting people 
affected by HIV and AIDS.   
 
Keynote speakers included 
Dr. Joannie Marlene Bewa, a 
multi-award winning 
physician from the Benin 
Republic, who is an 
internationally renowned advocate for the SDGs and Georgina Caswell, Head of 
Programmes, Global Network of People Living with HIV, South Africa. The keynotes were 
followed by a moderated panel including Nicola Brennan, Policy Director with Irish Aid, 














































