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Political Spectrum

‘Smart global health’ has become part of the 
high political agenda….





What is Health Security?

“Fears of the transnational spread of 
communicable diseases from countries with poor 
public health are among the leading concerns of 

the developed world.”

• Global public health investments 
necessary both to security and to ensure 
international disease outbreak 
containment

• Selection of public health interventions 
increasingly mindful of downstream 
effects; leveraging as arguments for HSS





What is Health Diplomacy?
• The pursuit of global health while 

attempting to optimize collateral 
outcomes realty to international 
relations, security, diplomacy, world 
peace

• Global health programs can be 
successful not just in epidemiological 
terms but also (invisibly) in terms of 
conflict resolution -- bilateral support….

• Related efforts include WHO ‘Health as 
a Bridge for Peace’, Center for Strategic 
and International Studies Smart Global 
Health Initiative, etc.









GHD and GHS

• Tools of global health diplomacy are 
essential to positive working spaces 
for GHS negotiations

• Also for emergency short-term 
responses to function in ways 
acceptable to all stakeholders

• If not manage with principles of 
diplomacy and international relations 
in mind, GHS may fail







Leadership & Optimal 
Responses

• Good existing international relations 
and lines of communications are 
vital

• GHS can be also used to improve IR 
in previously-uneasy situations

• Coordination between security, 
political, diplomatic, health 
representatives

• Careful consideration of governance 
and authority in each situation“Never let a good crisis go to 

waste…..”





Collaborative Governance

• Tensions between humanitarian, 
military, national, international GHS 
governance

• Little time to conduct negotiations 
in crisis situations; health and media 
pressures

• Protocols already in place, though no 
two situations are ever quite the 
same….





“with the increasing involvement of 
military and other non-traditional 
actors in the health security realm, 

such as in the 2014 West Africa 
Ebola outbreak, systems of 

interaction and coordination that 
are led jointly by health and 

non-health professionals are also 
required.” 





Conclusions
• Important to raise awareness of the 

world's increasingly cross-cutting 
response to global health concerns – 
‘barefoot health diplomacy’

• Need for generation of joint health 
security and diplomatic leadership at 
the national level in Ireland (EU 
alignment, progressive policies)

• Final caveat:  risks of health security 
being manipulated as pathways for 
xenophobia, protectionism, 
isolationism…. Please be careful!




